Differentiation of proactivator from tissue plasminogen activator with low molecular weight in the paranasal mucous membrane.
It has been shown that large amounts of fibrinolytic enzyme are contained in tissue extracts of the paranasal mucous membrane in patients with chronic sinusitis. However, the fibrinolytic enzyme in the tissue extracts has not yet been characterized by biochemical techniques. In the present study, proactivator was differentiated from tissue plasminogen activator with low molecular weight in extracts of the paranasal mucous membrane and the existence of the proactivator was thus demonstrated in tissue extracts. By analogy with the proactivator in antrochoanal polyps, this proactivator may play an important role in the proliferation and enlargement of the paranasal mucous membrane.